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Molecular	tests:	FDA-approved	PCR	assays,	which	test	for	the	genes	encoding	toxin,	are	same-day	tests	that	are	highly	sensitive	and	specific	for	the	presence	of	a	toxin-producing	C.	diff	organism.	Molecular	assays	can	be	positive	for	C.	diff	in	individuals	who	are	asymptomatic	and	do	not	have	infection.	Patients	with	other	causes	of	diarrhea	might	be
positive,	which	could	lead	to	over-diagnosis	and	treatment.	When	using	multi-pathogen	(multiplex)	molecular	methods,	the	results	should	be	read	with	caution	as	the	pre-test	probability	of	C.	diff	infection	might	be	less.	Antigen	detection	for	C.	diff:	These	are	rapid	tests	(
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